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A N 


ASSIZE-SERMON 


Preach d Before the 


Univerſity of OXFORD: 


FROY. . 10, It, Iz. 


Io, If thou faint in the day of adver/ity, thy 

firength is ſmall - 

II, 1 thou forbear to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death, and thoſe that are ready 
to be ſlain. 

12. F thou . Behold, Wwe knew it not 
doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 

ider it? and he that keepeth thy ſoul, doth 
not he know it? and ſball not he render to 
every man according to his works ? 


FT HE very Style or Manner in which 


theſe Words are here deliver d, by the 

Wiſe Man, if we obſerve it, 1s ſome- 
what peculiar from the reſt of this Book; 
N A and 
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and appears plainly to run with more Train 
and Conſequence than 1s uſual in a Courſe of 
Proverbs. And the Reaſon of it we may 
juſtly ſuppoſe to haye been, the Weight and 
Importance of the Subject, upon which he 
was engaged ; which might well preyail with 
him (as Wiſe a Man as he was) to go a little 
out of his way, to take a nearer View of it; 
to ſtand and conſider it with more than com- 
mon Attention, and to draw out and pur- 
ſue his Reflections on it to a greater length. 
For tis Courage and Reſolution of Mind in 
Defence, or in Purſuance of our Duty, againſt, 
or under, Difficulties, that he makes it his 
Buſineſs in this place to recommend: A 
Vertue, which in the Accounts of mere Rea- 
ſon and Nature, ſtood always in the firſt 
Rank, and had the higheſt Character: And 
under Chriſtianity tis become of ſo much 
more eſpecial Uſe and Neceſſity, as the Diffi- 
culties that lie in the way of our Obedience 
are liable to be greater, and our Sufferings for 
it, more. Beſides that, tis not only a main 
Inſtance of our Chriſtian Practice in it ſelf, 
but a Guard and Security to all the reſt; of 
a wide and univerſal Influence upon our whole 
Conduct; which reaches * all the 
Di- 
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Diſtinctions ind Conditions of Men ; : aa 
very nearly affects them all, as in their gene- 
ral, ſo in their ſeveral and diſtinct Capacities. 
Every Man is bound to the Obſervance of it 
in a greater or leſs Proportion: Indeed Men 
under a publick Character, in a high Station, 
more particularly ſa: But at the ſame time 
not the meaneſt and loueſt of the People 
can be wholly exempted from its Obliga- 
tions: Becauſe a private Vertue can be no 
more ſecure without it long, than a publick 
Truſt can be well executed. And ſince tis a 
Duty thus excellent and neceſſary in its Na- 
ture and Conſequence, and yet learnt at all 
times with ſo much difficulty, and practis d 
{till with greater, I hope a Diſcourſe on it, 
in theſe Days at leaſt, will not be thought 
Unſeaſonable, nor altogether Impertinent to 
this Occaſion. 

I have therefore pitch d upon theſe Words 
of Solomon, becauſe they expreſs the Duty 
it ſelf, in ſome of its chiefeſt Inſtances, and 
contain very powertul Engagements to the 
Practice of it; in that they preſcribe againſt 
the Breach and Violation of it, with an Au- 
thority and Streſs very peculiar; with an 
Application highly ſerious and affectionate, 

A 2 ground- 
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grounded upon Arguments, and enforc'd with 
Appeals drawn from Religion and Conſcience; 
If thou faint in the day of adverſity, thy 

Arength is ſmall: If thou forbear to deliver 
them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe 
that are ready to be [lain : If thou ſayef, Be- 
hold, we knew it not Doth not he that pon- 
dereth the heart con/ider it? and he that 
keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he know it ? and 

hall not he render to every man according to 
his works ? 

The Senſe and Force of which Words may 
be reſolv'd into theſe plain, eaſy Propo- 
fitions: That if our Courage and Reſolution 
fail us in a time that moſt requires it, tis 
good for nothing: If, when a juſt and good 
Cauſe is like to ſuffer, and ſtands in need of 
our Aſſiſtance, we then withdraw our ſelves 
upon Motives of our own Security and Ad- 
vantage, or whatever other Reaſon, and for- 
bear to reſcue it from the Malice and Me- 
thods of ill Men; 0 deliver them that are 
arawn unto death, and thoſe that are ready to 

be ſlain; Then whatever Pleas and Pretences 
we may contrive and offer for our ſelves, to 
hide our Baſeneſs from the World; as if 
we ſhould ſay, Behold, we knew it not, we 
by were 


— 
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were not aware that the Truth was in ſo 
much Danger, or of the Conſequences of 
our Neglect, Yet Go ſees through the Va- 
nity. and Hypocriſy of them all, and will 
not fail to call Men to a ſevere Account for 
ſuch Behaviour; Doth not he that pondereth 
the heart con/ider it? and he that keepeth 
thy ſoul, doth not he know it? and ſhall not 
he render to every man according to his 
Works? 

According to this- Explication of the 
Words, and within the Compals of it, I 
ſhall proceed in my following Diſcourſe; and 
fince tis plain from Solomon, that ſome ſort 
of Reſolution in Men may fail, and one need 
not the Wiſdom and Obſervation of S omon 
to convince him in theſe Days it may 
do 1o, | 


I ſhall therefore endeavour, in the Fir 
place, to ſtate the true Nature of Courage 
and Reſolution in general, and ſhew upon 
what Principles it muſt be form'd, and with 
what Conditions qualify'd, if ever we deſign 
it ſhould ſtand out againſt thoſe many 
Powerful Arguments that may tempt us to 
forego it. 


Go. 
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Secondly, I ſhall obſerve, That Times of 
Danger and Difficulty, when the Cauſe of 
Truth comes to ſuffer, and, it may be, is 
ready to fink for want of a Support, are 
the moſt proper Seaſon in which we are to 
expreſs our Reſolution, and that, if it then 
fail, twas never real and well grounded: 
If thou faint in the day of adver/ity, thy 
/trength is ſmall: If thou forbear to deliver 
them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe 
that are ready to be ſlain. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conſider, and try to an- 
ſwer, Ae Excuſes that Men may poſſibly 
make, and have uſually done ſo, for deſert- 
ing, or not defending a good Cauſe, when it 
was certainly their Duty, and within their 
Power to encourage it: And this from hence, 
17 thon ſayest, Behold, we knew it not. For 
that theſe Words were intended by way of 
an Excule, and as Palliations for a baſe and 
cowardly Spirit, 1s plain from their Cohe- 
rence with the other. 

Fourthly and LaS$ly, by way of Applica- 
tion, I ſhall draw nearer to the preſent De- 
ſign of this Aſſembly; and as ſome have 
thought, to the more particular Intendment 
of my Text; and ſhall crave leave to repenient 

the 
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the Neceſſity there 1s of a firm Courage and 
Reſolution of Mind in thoſe, that are more 
immediately entruſted with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Judgment and ſuſtice; as they tender 
a right Execution of their Charge, and will 
anſwer it to God, the judee of all men, at 
the great Tribunal If thou for bear to de- 
liver them that are drawn unto death, and 
thoſe that are ready to be ſlain  Doth not he 
that pondereth the heart conſider it? and he 
_ that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he know it? and 
ſhall not he render to every man according to 
his works ? | 


And, F:r#, I ſhall endeavour to ſtate the 
true Nature of Courage and Reſolution in ge- 
neral, and ſhew upon what Principles it muſt 
be form'd, and with what Conditions qua- 
lify'd, if ever we deſign it ſhould ftand out 

_ againſt thoſe many powerful Arguments that 
may tempt us to forego it. 

By Reſolution, here properly taken, we are to 
underſtand a firm and ſteddy Purpoſe of Mind 
that a Man forms to himſelf, to maintain and 
purſue his Duty, what Difficulties ſoeyer he 
may encounter, or whatever Inconveniences 
he may ſuffer by it. And the — 
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Secondly, I ſhall obſerve, That Times of 
Danger and Difficulty, when the Cauſe of 
Truth comes to ſuffer, and, it may be, is 
ready to ſink for want of a Support, are 
the moſt proper Seaſon in which we are to 
expreſs our Reſolution, and that, if it then 
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If thou faint in the day of adver/ity, thy 
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them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe 
that are ready to be ſlain. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conſider, and try to an- 
ſwer, e Excuſes that Men may poſſibly 
make, and have uſually done ſo, for deſert- 
ing, or not defending a good Cauſe, when it 
was certainly their Duty, and within their 
Power to encourage it: And this from hence, 
17 thon ſayes?, Behold, we knew it not. For 
that theſe Words were intended by way of 
an Excuſe, and as Palliations for a baſe and 
cowardly Spirit, 1s plain from their Cohe- 
rence with the other. 

 Fourthly and Lai, by way of Applica- 
tion, I ſhall draw nearer to the preſent De- 
ſign of this Aſſembly; and as ſome have 
thought, to the more particular Intendment 


of my Text; and ſhall craye leave to — 
the 
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the Neceſſity there is of a firm Courage and 
Reſolution of Mind in thoſe, that are more 
immediately entruſted with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Judgment and Juſtice ; as they tender 
a right Execution of their Charge, and will 
anſwer it to God, the judge of all men, at 
the great Tribunal : If thou forbear to de- 
liver them that are drawn unto death, and 
thoſe that are ready to be lain Doth not he 
that pondereth the heart conſider it? and he 
that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he know it? and 
ſhall not he render to every man according to 
his works ? | 


And, HFirꝗ, I ſhall endeayour to ſtate the 
true Nature of Courage and Reſolution in ge- 
neral, and ſhew upon what Principles it muſt 
be form'd, and with what Conditions qua- 
lify'd, if ever we deſign it ſhould ftand out 
againſt thoſe many powerful Arguments that 
may tempt us to forego it. 

By Reſolution, here properly taken, we are to 
underſtand a firm and ſteddy Purpoſe of Mind 
that a Man forms to himſelf, to maintain and 

purſue his Duty, what Difficulties ſoever he 
may encounter, or whatever Inconveniences 
he may ſuffer by it. And the — 
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of this is founded upon a plain infallible Truth, 
That the leaſt Sin whatever is of greater Con- 
ſequence, and with more Care to be avoided, 
than the utmoſt Sufferings of the preſent 
Life. So that according to this Account of 
Reſolution, we ſee the Matter, about which 
it is employ'd, is a point of Duty, ſomething 
Good or Evil, either in its own Nature, or 
as enjoin d by ſome Law of GOD or Man: 

And 'tis clear from hence it is ſo, becauſe 
Reſolution, in the Senſe we now conſider i it, 
is a moral Duty, improv'd upon Principles 
of Religion ; which muſt therefore always 
reſpect an Object, either Good or Evil. And 
therefore Things altogether indifferent, as 
excluded from both of theſe, and partaking 
of neither, are not the proper Subject of a 
true Reſolution. And if a Man propoſe a 
Matter of this Nature to himſelf, about 
which he is left purely free, and not deter- 
min'd one way or other, by any Law of Gop, 
or Nature, neither immediately, nor by 
conſequence ; though he purſue his Purpoſe 
never ſo regularly, nor decline ever from it, 
till he brings it to Effect; we may call this 
Steddineſs, or Conſtancy in him, if we will; 


and if the Matter will bear it, he deſerves our 
Praiſe, 


* 
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Praiſe, and perhaps our Admiration ; but 
ſurely we cannot properly either call it, or 
account it to be, the Vertue of Reſolution in 
him, becauſe tis indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no 
Vertue at all. Which plainly appears from 
hence, that aMan 1s never bound in Conſci- 
ence, from the Reaſon of the thing it ſelf, 
or from any Law about it, not to recede 
from his Purpoſe in a Matter of this Nature, 
though by a Senſe of his own Honour and 
Reputation he may be ſo. 

This then 1s the Nature and Notion of a 
true Religious Courage and Reſolution, a fixt 
and immoveable Purpoſe of acting always 
according to our Conſcience, whatever 
Temptations may tend to move us from it, 
or whatever may be the Conſequences of our 
doing ſo. And how to bring our ſelves to 
this Strength and Firmneſs of Mind in the 
regular Purſuit of our Duty, ſhall be more 
diſtinctly conſider d in theſe following Par- 


ticulars. 


Fir, then, That our Reſolution may be 
fix'd and laſting, we are to form it after 


ſufficient Enquiries, upon calm and delibe- 


rate Reaſon ; after an intimate and tharow 


Conviction of the Juſtice and Goodneſs of our 
Cauſe. B And 


— —  —— — — — 
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of this is founded upon a plain infallible Truth, 
That the leaſt Sin whatever is of greater Con- 
ſequence, and with more Care to be avoided, 
than the utmoſt Sufferings of the preſent 
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Reſolution, we ſee the Matter, about which 
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Reſolution, in the Senſe we now conſider it, 
is a moral Duty, improv'd upon Principles 
of Religion; which muſt therefore always 
reſpect an Object, either Good or Evil. And 
therefore Things altogether indifferent, as 
excluded from both of theſe, and partaking 
of neither, are not the proper Subject of a 
true Reſolution. And if a Man propoſe a 
Matter of this Nature to himſelf, about 
which he 1s left purely free, and not deter- 
min'd one way or other, by any Law of Gop, 
or Nature, neither immediately, nor by 
conſequence ; though he purſue his Purpoſe | 
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and if the Matter will bear it, he deſeryes our 
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Praiſe, and perhaps our Admiration; but 
ſurely we cannot properly either call it, or 
account it to be, the Vertue of Reſolution in 
him, becauſe tis indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no 
Vertue at all. Which plainly appears from 
hence, that a Man is never bound in Conſci- 
ence, from the Reaſon of the thing it ſelf, 
or from any Law about it, not to recede 
from his Purpoſe in a Matter of this Nature, 
though by a Senſe of his own Honour and 
Reputation he may be 1o. 

This then is the Nature and Notion of a 
true Religious Courage and Reſolution, a fixt 
and immoveable Purpoſe of acting always 
according to our Conſcience, whatever 
Temptations may tend to move us from 1t, 
or whatever may be the Conſequences of our 
doing ſo. And how to bring our ſelves to 
this Strength and Firmneſs of Mind in the 
regular Purſuit of our Duty, ſhall be more 
diſtintly conſider d in theſe following Par- 
ticulars. 

' Fir8, then, That our Reſolution may be 
fix'd and laſting, we are to form it after 
ſufficient Enquiries, upon calm and delibe- 
rate Reaſon ; after an intimate and tharow 


Conviction of the Juſtice and Goodneſs of our 
Cauſe. B And 
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And therefore, Secondly, We are not to 
make Paſſion, or Pocjudice, a Reſpect to Per- 
ſons, or Parties, but a due Regard to the Na- 
ture and Quality of Things, the Ground and 
Motive of our Reſolution. | 

And, Thirdly, That our Reſolution may 
ſtand in the Day of Trial, tis neceſſary, that, 
we not only look to the Goodneſs of our 
Cauſe, but to our Selves; That we carefully 
weigh and eſtimate our own Strength ; That 
we ſearch out our own Temper and Inclina- 
tions; Conſider wiſely where we are moſt 
liable to be aſſaulted, and what kind of 
Temptations may take hold of us ſooneſt; 
and ſo, by proper Applications beforehand, 
we are to take care to ſtrengthen what is 
weak within us, and to guard and ſecure our 
Vertue by a wiſe Preſumption of our Enemy. 

And all this that I have mention'd, muſt 
we do in an humble Dependence upon the 
Grace of GoD, and out of a juſt Senſe of 
our Need of his Aſſiſtance, * which, 
when we have done our utmoſt, we are yet 
un/table as Water, and ſhall never be able to 


excel to Perfection in any Vertue what- 
ſoever. 


- | 
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And, Fir/t, That our Reſolution may hold 
out always, we are to form it upon ſufficient 
Enquiries into the Matter before us, and to 
take it up on calm and deliberate Reaſon, and 
after an intimate and thorow Conviction of 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of our Cauſe. 

For all the Force and Firmneſs a true Re- 
ſolution has within it at any time, it derives 
from Reaſon and Conſcience; and it proceeds 
all along in the Execution of it ſelf, in the 
Strength and Conſequence of thoſe Argu- 
ments on which twas built at firſt: A Man 
therefore thinks himſelf bound to purſue any 
thing with more or leſs Steddineſs and Ap- 
plication, according to the Opinion he has 
fram'd to himſelf of a greater or leſs Ne- 
ceſſity in it: And the Grounds and Meaſure 
of a right Opinion lie for the moſt part re- 
tird, and out of Sight, in the Nature and 
Quality of Things, which muſt therefore, by 
a cloſe and deep Reflection, be laid open to 
our Minds, in order to leave thoſe Impreſſi- 
ons there, which may afterwards continue 
te influence our Practice. Reſolution there- 
fore in the Will, when 'tis form'd as 1t ſhould 
be, muſt have a ſtrength in it proportion- 
able to the Convictions of our * 

B 2 E 
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Tis our Fault and Weakneſs indeed if it 
have leſs, and we are accountable for it; but 
more we are ſure it cannot have, as long as it 
is reaſonable: For when once it comes to 
run beyond Judgment and Evidence, tis 
off from its proper ground, and, ſo far, is 
without Reaſon. A Man therefore that ſhall 
purpoſe any thing to himſelf, without, or 
beſides, Directions from his Reaſon and 
Judgment, how ſtiffly ſoever he may adhere 
to his own Choice, and whatſoever he un- 
dergo in the Proſecution of it, yet {till tis 
not really Reſolution in him, but Obſlinacy: 
For the proper Notion of Ob$:nacy lies in 
this, in a forceable bending our Wills any 
way, without, or againſt, the Convictions 
of our Reaſon. And whatever the Nature 
of the Cauſe it ſelf may happen to be, yet 
in a Man that ſhall thus blindly purſue it, it 
makes no Difference at all, as to the Nature 
and Quality of his Actions: 'Tis Stubbornneſs 
in him even to propoſe and follow a Right 
and Vertuous Cauſe: For though there may 
be never ſo much Reaſon for it really, and in 
the Nature of the Thing it ſelf, yet this Man 
is able to give none for it, becauſe he has 
none; but ſets his Will raſhly to work, 


Wün- 
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without the Information of his Judgment. 

The Neceſſity therefore of a ſound and 
thorow Conſideration, e re we reſolve in any 
Cauſe, would appear ſufficiently, were it 
only from hence, that our Reſolution might 
have any Worth and Vertue in it; which it 
can never have, as I have already provd, if 
we make it in the dark; even although we 
could be ſure to ſtick to it afterwards: But it 
is not very likely that we will do ſo, nay 
tis almoſt impoſſible we ſhould. For the 
Foundation being thus ſhallow, the Super- 
ſtructure will be apt to reel and totter upon 
every Guſt of Temptation. A ſtrong, a 
preſent Influence of Good or Evil will be apt 
to turn the Will any way, becauſe there 1s 
nothing to ſupport and keep it right to one 
ſide more than another. 

Will a Man, think we, care to turn off 
his preſent Advantages ? Will he put by-the 
warm and vigorous Applications of a mighty 
Intereſt juſt before his Eyes? when it comes 
Set with ſuch Variety: of Graces, and 
ſtrikes upon him with all the Force of Art. 
without, aſſiſted with the powerful Inclina- 
tions of his own Nature within? Will he 
be able to give it a Repulſe? Will he have 


the 
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the Heart to ſay, Get thee hence, when it 
thus ſooths and careſſes him? And all this, 
out of a mere ſtiff and ſullen Humour, be- 
cauſe he will, and becauſe he is reſoly'd to 
ſtick to a former Purpoſe, which he has made, 
he knows not why? Yet this 1s the very Caſe 
of that Man that reſolves to be on the fide of 
Truth, which he never examin d, nor cares 
to underſtand! 8 2 

Again, On the other ſide, will this Man 
have the Face to confront the grim Viſage 
of Terrours and Sufferings? Will he be able 
to bear up againſt the Diſcountenance of 
Power, when it threatens - him? When it 
hangs dark and gloomy over him, and-points 
out to him be/oww the Bones, and Carcafles 
of others, that have thus ſtood out, and fallen 
before him? If he can, 'tis more than can 
be reaſonably expected from him, and more 
than himſelf can ever juſtify from his own 
Condition and Circumſtances. For it cannot 
be deny'd that theſe, I have mention d, are 
real Terrours, and ought to move a Wiſe Man 
at any time, when he has no ſtronger Reaſon 
to oppoſe againſt them; which the Man 
in the preſent Caſe is ſuppos d not to have; 


and therefore how comes he thus to follow 
18 
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his Duty, ſo inconſiſtently with himſelf, and 
to commit the Action of a Wile Man upon 
ſuch a Foundation of Ignorance and Folly ? 

But now an Obligation in point of Con- 
ſcience, which always ariſes from an im- 
partial Enquiry into the Nature and Conſe- 
quences of Things, 1s ſtronger than all theſe 
Arguments put together, than even the Ter- 
rours of Death it ſelf: And therefore will be 
able to carry a Man through with his Duty, 
whatever may oppoſe him; and make his 
Reſolution hold out againſt all Importunities 
of Times and Intereſts. 

I need not here make an Application of 
this general Diſcourſe to our Selves, and our 
own Caſe at preſent : Every one, that knows 
any thing of it, is convincd of the Juſtice 
and Firmneſs of our Cauſe. And the-more 
he looks into it, the more he will {till be 
ſatisfied, that his Zeal toward it is highly re- 
ligious and reaſonable; and therefore his Re- 
ſolution to ſtand by it ought to be perpetual: 
And here we have reafon to bleſs the good 
Providence of Go, that thoſe Men have 
always been, and ſtill are, the beſt Friends of 
our Church and Conſtitution, that under- 
ſtand it beſt, and know the Bottom upon 

which 
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which tis founded, and thoſe excellent Ad- 
vantages with which it is adornd. It will 
ſtand the Teſt of our utmoſt Scrutinies, 
and does not require a bare and naked 
Submiſſion to its Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
but lays it ſelf open to our Examination, 
and invites and enjoins Men not to accept 
of it, but upon clear and unconteſted E- 
vidence. 

JI tlg © Twas. an Obj i againſt Primitive 

«ve id an. Chriſtianity, * by ſome of the worſt Ene- 


Origen. contra 


Celſum, 15.1. mies of it, that it render d all Argument 
bind. uſeleſs, and ſhut out the Enquiries of Rea- 
ſon into its Articles and Doctrines, and re- 

oi a H- quir d in its Proſelytes ab mere ſimple Faith 
zur gc. to receive and entertain it. And how do 
Mes. Irenæus the Fathers of the Church anſwer this? But 
2.252. by the ſame Argument which will ſerve us 
againſt our Adverſaries; by referring Men to 

a ſtrict, a cloſe, and impartial Trial of it; by 
leaving it to their beſt Judgment to conſider 

it, and then to refuſe, or comply with 1t, 
according the to cleareſt Light and Evidence 

of their own Reaſon. And do not we deſire 

the very ſame in all thoſe that have the 

Skill and Abilities to weigh our Caufe ? And 

we are ſure the Ballance muſt hen turn on 


our 
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our fide. * And thoſe that by their Education 
and Circumſtances are not ſo well able to ex- 
amine it themſelves, let them truſt the Reſolu- 
tions, and depend upon the Judgment of wiſer 
Men in this Caſe, as they muſt neceſſarily 
. doin many other Matters, that are yet of the 
greateſt Moment and higheſt Conſequence to 
them. And twill be a ſufficient ground for their 
pious Zeal and Reſolution, that they have done 
their beſt; God and Man will commend them 
for it, and they ſhall not fail of their Reward. 
But, Secondly, We are not to make Paſſion, 
or Prejudice, a Reſpect to Perſons, or Parties, 
but a due Regard to the Nature and Quality 
of Things, the Ground and Motive of our 
Reſolution, if we deſign it ſhould be laſting. 
For Paſſion can never hold always, and it 
is not fit it ſhould ; and then whatſoever 1s 
built upon it, muſt neceflarily fink and tum. 
ble with it: And Prejudice, tis to be hop d, 
in time will be remov'd, and then what be. 
comes of a Reſolution that depends upon it? 
nee N Ad, m (fp d Tas d bis eVeyxas, mh 44 J, 
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The truth is, tis great Pity that both, or either 
of theſe mean Qualities ſhould ever /eem to be 
the Parent of ſo noble an Off- ſpring. For 
that they can never really be ſo, is beyond 
all queſtion, and will preſently appear, if we 
confider it. A bold and haughty Humour in- 
deed, whetted by Oppoſition, very often 

puts on the Face of Courage and Reſolution; 
but 'tis ſure, there 1s nothing at a greater 
Diſtance from it, and 'twill be found ſo, 
whenever there is Occaſion to prove it. Be- 
cauſe thole very Arguments, that are moſt 
powerful in themſelyes,and molt proper to try 
the Temper and Completion of our Courage, 
do, by a ſort of natural Efficacy, tend to re- 
move, or rebate, the Force and Edge of our 
Paſſion and Prejudice, which yet are here 
ſuppos d to be the only Ground and Founda- 
tion of our Courage. And when the fame 
Engines are buſily employ d at the ſame time 
to batter. the Edifice it ſelf, and to under- 
mine the Foundation upon which it ſtands, 
he that does not ſee what is like to be the 

Iſſue, does not deſerve to be inform'd. _ 
Thus, for Inſtance, If a fond and fooliſh 
Affection to any Cauſe, or Party, be the only 
tundamental Principle of our Zeal towards 
it, 
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it, the proper and uſual Courſe in ſuch a 
Caſe as this, is to countermine the Force of 
this ſoft Paſſion, by the Methods of a con- 
trary Repreſentation: Tis only to ſour the 
Blood a little, by laying Terrors before the 
Fancy; and ſo to damp the Jollity, and re- 
duce the extravagant Gaiety, of the Spirits. \ 
For Terrors and Fondneſs, with Regard to 1 
the ſame thing, cannot dwell long together 
in the ſame Neighbourhood; and therefore 
the one is a moſt proper and effeQual Re- 
medy for the other. Again, if Anger or 
Dil- :eftion to one Cauſe, or Body of Men, 
be the Ground of our Zeal and Reſolution for 
another, here muſt be quite difterent Mea- | 
{ures taken by him that ſhall attempt it: | 

Affable and courteous Applications, Infi- 
nuations of Fayour, and apt Addreſſes are 
here to be made uſe of by Men, 1n order to 
{often the Rigour of the Paſſion, till it | 
comes to bend and ply to their Deſigns. — 
For, though Anger be a /ubborr Paſſion, | 
yet a ſoft Tongue, we know, is able to break prog 
it, to take doun the Rage and Swelling of it, 


* H vx nus os duo of 16 x; a Oh De; 8 7 eG, 1, 
Ta ou ede Tay d be Te % a11111G+. Plato, Polit. lib. 2 Aifheler 
36 horte. Ariſtot, Eudem. lib. 3, cap. 1. | 
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and to overcome its utmoſt Violence, by a 
gentle Management. So that we ſee, tis 
only to play one Paſſion againſt another, and 
to apply to each by proper Movements, and 
you may turn and manage a Man, that has 
nothing elſe but Paſſion in his Cauſe to truſt 
to, which way you will. 

And this the great Maſters of human Life, 
the Men of Buſineſs and Knowledge of the 
World, are very ſenſible of; and therein in- 
deed lies the Advantage which they think 
they have above other Men. They have 
nicely obſervd the Turns, and variety of 


Windings in human Nature, and imagine 


they can take hold of a Man, let him be 
never ſo ſlippery : And though perhaps they 
may not underſtand the Philoſophy of the 
Paſſions ſo well as Scholars, nor be able to 
diſcourſe finely upon the Seat and Com- 
plection of them, of the Springs from whence 
they riſe, and of the Ways in which they 
ſhould move and act regularly; Yet how 
they , move and act in common Life, 
theſe Men know better than we can tell them; 
and are jpund too hard for us many times, 
though we ſtand prepard and girt with the 
whole Panoply of our Learning. 

" 'Tis 
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Tis neceſſary therefore, if theſe Men at 

any time ſhould have more Skill than Ho- 
neſty, (which not ſeldom happens) when 
they attempt to beat us off our Ground in a 
good Cauſe, that we ſhould have ſome other 
Security to guard us, beſides what theſe Men 
are ſo well acquainted with; even the Armour 
and Defence of a god Conſcience i in ihe fight 
of God ; a Mind well form d and ſettled upon 
Principles of Religion and Reaſon, and un- 
der lively Convictions of its Duty. For, 
theſe are ſuch kind of Arguments, as theſe 
Men know not how to deal with; they lie 
quite out of their way, beyond the Reach 
of all their Policy, Cunning, and Craf1t- 


_ neſs, whereby they lie in Tait to: deceive. Epha 4. 


But a Man of mere Heat and Paſhon in his 
Cauſe, theſe Men defpiſe; and know that, 
when he has run his Lengths, they ſnall have 
him come about at laſt, and may take him 
as they pleaſe. We ſee then plainly how our 
Paſſions are liable to betray us, and therefore 
there is no ſafe truſting them with our Reſo- 
[ution. For this we may depend upgn for cer- 
tain, that as much:of Paſſion, of What kind 
ſoever, as goes into the Frame and Contr 
tution of our Courage at firſt, ſo much ·˖ more 

will 
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wil there be left of Lameneſs and Imper- 
fection in it, when: this Paſſion is once re- 
moved; and how this may be done we have 
ſeen already, and Men of Artifice and Guide 
ning know very well how to do it. 
Thirdly, That our Reſolution may ſtand 
in the Day of Trial, tis neceſſary, that we 
not only look to the Goodneſs of our Cauſe, 
but to our ſelves; that we carefully weigh 
and eſtimate our own Strength; that we 
ſearch out our own Temper and Inclinations, 
and conſider wiſely where we are moſt liable 
to be aſſaulted, and what kind of Temptations 
may take hold of us ſooneſt; and ſo by 
proper Applications before-hand, we are to 
take care and ſtrengthen what is weak within 
us, and to guard and ſecure our Vertue, by a 
wiſe Preſumption of our Enemy. 
Tis our Saviour's own way of Arguing, 
and Advice to as many as would come in 
to his Religion, not only to look upon the 
bright ſide of it, and to have their Thoughts 
a Hearts wholly taken up, and intent upon 
contemplating the glorious Propoſals and 
Priviledggs of his Goſpel; though theſe were 
infinitelY greater than any other: But that 
Man would do well likewiſe to conſider, on 


ie the 
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the other hand, what they muſt reſolve to 
part with, or ſubmit to, in compliance with 
their Duty; How much of their preſent 
Satisfaction they muſt often forego, and what 
ſevere Diſpenſations many times they would 
be bound to accept, in purſuance of his 
Religion, in contradiction to the very grain 
of their Natures, their ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
deeply rooted Deſires. For otherwiſe, if the 
former Advantages were only attended to, 
and a Man would be ſure to meet with the 
latter Evils in the Courſe of his Obedience, 
this would be a terrible Surprize to him, 
apt to make him ſtart and fly from his Pur- 
poſe, and to renounce his Duty, to ſecure his 
preſent Intereſt and Pleaſure. And therefore 
a Man ſhould fit down calmly, and debate 
with himſelf. the Arguments, not only for, 
but againſt, his preſent Purpoſe 3 wiſely com- 
pute the Meafure-of his own Strength, and 
that of his Enemy; and then proceed, or re- 
treat in time, according to the belt Judgment 
he could make of his own Temper and Con- 
dition: Otherwiſe he would by no means be 
fit to engage, or perfiſt, in a Deſign of ſuch 
a Nature and Conſequence as hat: , a 
man come to me, ſays our Bleffed Lord; _ 
34911410 ate 
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i — his Father, or his mother, r, ir, 
1 and children, and brethren, and /i/ters, yea 

and his own life alſo; he cannot be my diſciple; 
that is, unleſs he be ſo coolly and indiffe- 
rently affected towards all theſe things, as 
to be ready to part with them all, whenever 
they come to ſtand in Competition with his 
Duty. And whoſoever does not bear his 
croſs, and come after me, cannot be my di/- 
ciple. And then he goes on, and illuſtrates 
his Argument by this juſt and lively Reſem- 
blance, What King going to make war against 
V.31.2.3- another King, ſitteth not down jir/t, and con- 
ſulteth, e he be able with ten thouſand 
o meet him that cometh again/t him with 
twenty thouſand? or elſe, while the other is 
yet a great way off, he ſendeth an ambaſſage, 
and deſireth conditions of peace. & likewiſe, 
whoſoever he be of you, that forſaketh not all 

that he hath, he cannot be my diſciple. 

And what our Blefled Saviour here pro- 
nounces, of our taking upon us the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity in general, will hold 
as true of any particular point of Duty, that 
comes to be the Matter of our Reſolution. 
Unleſs we prudently caſt up with our ſelves 
before: hand, what we may gain, or loſe 9 — 

5 either 
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either by quitting, or retaining it; and take 
care to ballance the one againſt the other, to 
ſee which way the Scale will turn in point of 
Reaſon, it will be impoſſible, that either we 
our ſelves, or any Body elſe for us, ſhould lay 
any great Streſs and Dependence upon our Re- 
ſolution. For a good Caule is quite a different 
thing, when we look upon it in Idea, and 
conſider it abſtractedly, ſtript and naked of 
all diſadvantageous, and evil Appendages ; 
and when we come actually to fee! the 
Weight of it, and to find it beſet with Thorns, 
and Perplexities on every fide: we ſhall hen 
have quite different Thoughts about us, quite 
different Motions and Turnings in our Souls, 
upon this Occaſion ; and twill put us into 
an Agony to think, how we ſhall get through 
theſe things, unleſs we have taken care ſome 
time before to enure our Minds to the Ap- 

prehenſion of them. 
Our Buſineſs therefore is no, while we 
have Time and Leiſure before us, ere the 
evil days come, when we can no longer con- 
ſult, but muſt execute our Reſolution, now, 
by guzck and /zvely Repreſentations upon our 
Minds, to put our ſelves ſometimes into 
the Poſture, and Condition of ſuffering Men; 
D to 
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to work up our' Paſſions and Affections, if we 
can, ſomewhat to the ſame Pitch and Height, 


and to give them a turn, and ply like that 


they will have, when theſe things come 


actually to lie before them. And tis certain 


if we do this, we ſhall be no Loſers by it; 
For we ſhall not by this means, as ſome 
would fear, anzicipaie and prevent the Evil 
of our Sufferings, (becauſe we do not here con- 
ſider em as certain, but as probable) nor {hall 
we make them more troubleſome than they 
need to be, by antedating them; but we 
ſhall abate the Edge, and Smart of them 
when they come, and ſo be able to act con- 
ſiſtently with our beſt Reaſon, and Judg. 
ment, in the midſt of all the Tumult and 
hurry of our Paſſions. 
But there 1 is one thing, which I had almoſt 
forgot, That tis not only the Temptation 
of Evils and Sufferings, againſt 'which we 


ought to prepare, and arm our ſelves, in 


the defence, and ſupport of a good Cauſe; 
but there is another very powerful one, that, 
in ſome Conſtitutions, 1s found to preyail 
more effectually than the former Terrors; 
by being a Bait to draw and allure the 


Minds of Men to a Compliance, where the 
for- 
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former could not'4r:zve them. And tis the 
Temptation of Favours and Advantages, 
which a Man may certainly, or very pro- 
bably, procure to himſelf, by gering over from 
his Duly. This indeed is a very dangerous, 
and powerful Temptation in it ſelf, and our 
Enemies know how to apply it to all Advan- 
tage, and tis found very often more ſucceſs- 
ful than the other. For ſome Tempers that 
will bear up againſt Trouble and Vexation, 
will yet bend to Pleaſure : Oppaſition will 
ſometimes make a Man reſolute, when Fair 
and /off Applications to him would break 
his Force: A rongh and boi/terous Storm will 
put a Man upon his Guard, make him wrap 
himſelf cloſe, and gird his Defence about 
him: When the gentle Inſinuations of Heat, 
the kinder Influences of Favour deſcending 
on him, may prevail with him, by Degrees, 
to lay himſelf open to take any Impreſſions, 
and to be form'd and ſoften'd to any Com- 
pliances whatſoever. 

Not, that I think it a rhing unlawfal i in it 
ſal, for: a Man to Nu me ule, the Favours 
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f of ill Men, whatſoeyer Deſign they may 
have in giving them: For they may prove 
happy Advantages to Vertue, and noble Occa- 
ſions of commending our Integrity before 
N G Op, and all the World. But if a Man // 
| ped his own Strength at all; if through the 
Grace of Gop, and his Experience of him- 

ſelf, he dares not Z7ru/7 his own Reſolutiou, 
Jet him fy thoſe Advantages that may chance 

to ruin him; habe his Hands from the Gifts 

of theſe Men, as from Bribes, ſo many dan- 
gerous Occaſions that come to rob him of his 

Honour and Honeſty. 

And, indeed, tis enough to make a Man 

a little afraid of himſelf, to ſee the Fate of 
others, that have by this means fallen before 
him: Men, that appear d once to have as 

much Integrity, and Zeal in a good Cauſe, as 

any; That ſpoke as Bravely, and acted in De- 

fence of it, and perhaps rotè for it; and 
whom all Men thought, as they verily might 
themſelves, as far from ever relinquiſhing it; 

Yet, How have theſe Men, whom Terrors 
could never have mov d, yielded at laſt to 

Pr. 58.6. Courtſhip! The Jaw-bones of theſe Lions, 
How have we ſeen them fall away like water, 

till they could not /peak ! Theſe noble Cham- 
Plons, 
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pions, Hor have they been foil d in a*ſlippery. _ 2 


place of Preferment! Till they could no * 
they would always) as became brave Men, in 
correſpondence with their former Character, 
and thoſe Aſſurances they had given the 


longer a& (as all Men had reaſon to expect 


World! But they have ramel, and quietly 
ſurrender'd themſelves up, quite drain'd and 
diſpirited of their ancient Zeal and Vigour, 
to the /way and management of thoſe, by 
whom they were Advanced. 


Tis enough therefore to make us a little 


jealous of our ſelves, and to ſuſpect the force 
of theſe Arguments in general, from the Suc- 


ceſs we find they have had upon others, per- 


ha ps once, as ſtout as we may now think our 
ſelves. And therefore tis not ſafe for us to 
enter the Liſts, and put our ſelves to a Trial 
againſt them, till we have ſurvey d our ſelves 
well, and through God's Aſſiſtance, dare truſt 
the Strength of our Arms approvd every 
way, by Art, as well as Nature: For, if we 
truſt only to the natural Goodneſs of our 
Temper and Conſtitution in this Caſe, it 
may perhaps deceive us: In as much as this 
kind of Arguments does more en indeed, 
and more effefually prevail upon the 5% 
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ſurgens, 
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Natures; upon thoſe, that have not uſually 
the hardineſs to ſuſpect a den, where they 
receive a kindneſs. A Man had need of a 
little roughneſs, and even ſurlineſs in his 


Complection, to have his Breaſt guarded with 


Braſs and Iron, to keep out the Inſinuations 
of Flattery : Tis a Poiſon that works ſo 


ſtrongly upon our Selft-love, that we take it 
in greedily, and ſwallow it without Suſpicion, 


and will not be perſwaded we are at all Sick 


by it, till every Body elſe ſees we are paſt 


Recovery. | LOL! Aon 

So that, if we would have our Reſolution 
prevail above all theſe numerous, and mighty 
Temptations, it muſt be our care to know 


our ſelves well; to place Guards and Fences 
about our Hearts; to prop up and {upport 


what is weak, and inſufficient. within us; 
And to ſecure all the avenues of our Souls that 


lie open, and are liable to be aſſaulted any 


way, whether by orm, or by more gentle 
Approaches. And if we do this care- 
fully ow, tis ſure we ſhall find Occaſion 
to applaud our ſelves hereafter; we ſhall 
find in the Day of Trial we have acted 
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wiſely, and that our Cour age, like a rue 
Friend, will then ſtand by us, en we have 
moſt ned of its Aſſiſtance. Which brings 
me to, 

The een Thing I. Drapogd to obſerve 
from my Text, That Times of Danger and 
Difficulty, when the Cauſe of Truth is 
like to ſuffer, and ſtands in need of a Sup- 
port, are the proper Seaſon, wherein we are 
to expreſs our Reſo/ution, and that, if it 
then fail, it was never real, and well 
grounded; never well prepard, and eſta- 
bliſh d, according to the Directions I have 
already given. 

For the proper Perfection of every Thing 
is to attain its end; and if our Reſolution 
fall ſhort of this, Whatever we may pretend, 
Wiſe Men will eaſily ſee through it, and be 
ſure to lay the Fault, where it ought, to be, 
in its proper Place. If we ſay, we deſign'd 
always well, but were oyerborn. by the Vio- 
lence of a preſent Temptation to leave our 
Purpoſe; What do we? But really own, in 
the Nature of the thing it ſelf, and in the 
true Meaning of our own Excuſe, that our 
Purpoſe was never perfect, as it ſhould have 


5 885 at firſt, and but half form d in the Be- 
ginning. 
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ginning, For we ought to have fore-ſeen 
our Danger, if we had been truly, Valiant; 
the very Notion of Reſolution and Fortitude 
implying, and requiring a ſufficient Appre- 
henfion of the Evils we may chance to ſuffer 
in the Proſecution of it: But the Man, that 
does not at all conſider into what Conſe- 
quences he runs himſelf by his Defigns, we 
may term him Raſh, but not Reſolute ; 
* Bold, but not Courageous. To ſatisfy the 
World therefore, that ever we reſolv'd and 
deſign'd well, let us act ſo, when ever the 
Times, and State of Affairs demand it 
of us. | 

But here, when we mention the Danger 
and Difficulty of Times, ſhould we do this 
with a particular Reference, and Direction 
to our on, perhaps we might offend : Some 
Men would, in their great Gravity, tell us, 
that ſurely we are much to blame for buſying 
our ſelves about ſuch Things as theſe, and 
which do not belong to us; and perhaps, by 
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a wrong Application, they might quote the 
Words of Solomon upon us to this Purpoſe: 
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* Say not thou, what is the cauſe that — for- Eecleſ. 7. 10 


* mer days were better than theſe? for thou 
* dot not enquire wiſely concerning this. 
* We are out of Humour, they ſay, and 
* want Preferment, and that makes us com- 
* hlain of the Times; and tis our Froward- 
* zeſs, and Folly that we do ſo. Tis not 
ſome Men's MWiſdom, we grant it, to Com- 
plain of any, becauſe tis their Iutereſt to 
Comply with all. But how do we not 2w:/ely 
to complain, if we have Reaſon for it? And 
whether we have not Reaſon ſufficient in 
the ſe evil Days, I appeal to all Men, beſides 
our Enemies, all the % Men of the Na- 
tion, and the common Senſe of Honest 
Men. 


What Solomon then deſign'd by theſe 


Words, if they muſt at all relate to Politicꝶs, „ 


* For there !. 


Neceſſity they 


was this, that we ſhould not Complain with- H, 8 


Pool's Synop- 


out Reaſon; not be querulous, and un- fs i721c 


eaſy under Government, when the Adyan- 
tages of the Times, in which we hve, are 
great, and the Inconveniences but little and 
common, ſuch as are almoſt neceſſary, and 
can hardly be avoided at any time: For that 


this 
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this is indeed unreaſonable, and an Argu- 
ment of a reſtleſs and ſeditious Spirit: But, 
ſurely, So/omon could never intend, by theſe 
Words, to exclude a juſt, and reaſonable 
Complaint of the Times, unleſs we'll make 
his Wi/dom contradict the Rules of common 
Senſe and Prudence. For it may be our 
Duty to complain, and to appeal againſt the 
Corruptions of the World, and of theſe Mer 
more eſpecially, in order to prevent the far- 
ther Growth of Evil. 

And then as for Preferment, whatever we 
may think of r, or they of 4s; we hope 
however, no Propoſals, or ExpeQations of 
Preferment will take us off from our Honour, 
and Conſcience; how little ſoever ſome Men 
may ſeem to have, that do enjoy it. But ſurely 
one would have thought theſe % men had 
known the way to Preferment in theſe Days, 
a little better; and that tis not to complain 
(as I hinted before) but to comply Can they 
think us then ſo fooliſh, that we would take 
ſo very ungracious a Method to diſappoint 
our ſelves of it, as this? Upon theſe Grounds 
then we may hope for theſe good Men's excuſe, 
if we do complain a little; and they may well 
bear with us, ſince they make their ans 

Ad- 
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Advantage ſo much by hat which is the 
Ground of our Complain. 

But let them know, that tis not /rtere/, 
and Preferment, but Religion and Conſcience, 
that oblige us to behave our ſelves h and 
to ſtand up in Defence of our Holy Church, 
and ConSiitution, againſt the ill Effects of 
their Principles, and Practice. Were it only 
our own Eaſe, and Advantage we conſulted, 
we could fairly fit ſtill as well as others; and 
though with leſs Satisfaction to our own 
Conſciences, yet, we know, with the bezzer 
Opinion of theſe Men: Or, we could run in 
with the Hream of the Times, and be carried 
ſmoothly down by it, till we ſhould be thrown, 
one time or other, upon a condition, ſurely 
more reconcileable with our Eaſe at leaſt, 
than theſe wear:/ome ConteSts are: But e 
believe and therefore we ſpeak: We are verily 
perſwaded in our ſelves, that our Church, 
and Holy Religion are the beſt conſtituted, 
to all the Purpoſes of true Piety, of any in 
the World ; moſt agreeable to the Purity of 
Chrift, and the beſt Patterns of the primitive 
Ages; and 'tis his that makes us ſo much 
concern d, and ſo very apprehenſive of Danger, 
from the Deſigns of ill Men, that plainly 

E 2 ap- 


36 "An ASSIZE-SERMON. Preach'd 


appear to threaten them. And Gon forbid 
their Malice ſhould out-live our Zeal, or 
that we ſhould eyer approve, or not proteſt 
againſt, thoſe Methods, that are every Day 
taken to undermine our Peace! 

And, fince I am led ſo near to it, I ſhall 
crave leave, in this Yenerable Audience, to 
take off the Malignity of an //{-nazur d Re- 
fection, that has been /omez7:zmes made upon 
us of this Body more particularly, by a ſort 
of Men, that, by other Inſtances, as well as 
this, appear to have no great Kindneſs for 
our Profeſſion in general. © We are a fond 
* and humourous People, they ſay, of narrow 
*and eontradted Spirits; quickly pleas d, 
and ea/ily offended: We are preſently fluſh'd 
«with a little Proſpe& of Advantage in the 
Government; and our Diſcourſe, and our 
oy Expectations run high; But if every thing 
© be not carried exactly to our Humour, we 
« turn fallen immediately, and mutinous ; 
*©and don't ſtick to quarrel at the Govern- 
ce ment, and cenſure its Proceedings. It may 
be hopd, that thoſe that know us better, 
haye entertaind no ſuch diſadvantageous 
Opinion of us, nor found amoneF us any 
ſuch Aeon As we our ſelves are not 


ſen- 
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ſenfible of any ſuch, and are fure, if there 
be, tis what by the Doctrines, and Princi- 
ples of our own Church (which yet we may 
be ſuppos'd to know, and believe, as much as 
others) we mult for ever diſcountenance and 
diſapprove. But if there ſhould chance to 
have been ſuch at any Time; we hope only 
for common Candour, and Charity from the 
World, in this Caſe, and that the Misbeha- 
viour, and Imprudence of 'a /e, will not 
be charg'd upon our 2who/e Body; when what 
they do is againſt the general Conſent. 

As for our being 1o quickly touch'd with 
Good, or Evil, that affects our Church, and 
our being ſo ſoon rais'd, or funk upon it; 
tis not from our own particular Hopes, or 
Fears of finding our own account in it, or 
not; but 'tis: from an exquiſite and lively 
Senſe we have of the common Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, above what may be well preſum' d in 
the Generality of Men, whoſe Buſineſs lies 
more involv'd in ſecular Affairs. Tis ours 
chiefly to have our Eyes always awake, and 
open for the Preſervation of our excellent 
Religion; and therefore we are ſo very ap- 
prehenfive of all Occurrences that concern 
it; becauſe he that touches zhat, touches the 
Apple 


38 An AsSIZE-SERMON Preachd _ 


Apple of. our Eye, the moſt ſenfible, and 
tender part about us. 

But as for what theſe Men ſay of our 
Quarrelling at, and Cenſuring, the Govern- 
ment, we anſwer; if they mean by the Go- 
vernment, all thoſe that are entruſted with 
any Share of the Adminiſtration, we may 
hope in this Caſe to be excusd, as well as the 
reſt of the World, if we do not think our 
ſelves bound in Honour and Conſcience to 
approve what every one of them ſhall pro- 
poſe, or execute: though for their Office 
ſake, and for our Conſcience ſake, we are, and 
ought to be, tender of their Character. 
But if they mean by the Government, Her Ma. 
ge/ty's ſacred Perſon; Far be their Accuſation 
from us! Let it be turned againſt her Ene- 
mies, and thoſe that hate 24 May Her 
Name and Per/on be for ever highly honour'd 
amongſt us! Is it poſſible Sys ſhould ever be 
the Mark of our Diſlike, or our Reflection? 
SHE, that was the only Stay of our Hopes in 
the worſt of Times, and our main Depen- 
dence, and Expectation in theſe: Under 
hoſe ſhadow we always ſaid we ſbould have 
reg; and ſhall be ſure to find it once, how- 
ſoever the preſent Intricacy, and * 
| : O 
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of Affairs may diſturb Her Reign. For, 
ſurely, that native Goodneſs and Excellency 
of Temper, improv'd upon the beſt Principles 
and Education; That firm Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of GoD and Reli gion, expreſs d ſo often, 
by Her Suffering, and Acting for it: Thoſe 
many ſerious, and affectionate Profeſſions of 
Her Tenderneſs to this Church, and Her de- 
clard Reſolutions to ſupport, and encourage 
the beſt Members of it, can never be long 
without the moſt glorious and happy Fruits: 

In lime they muſt break through all thoſe 
Diſadvantages that /urround, and attend Her 
at preſent, and diſcover themſelves, to the 
Triumph, and Glory of our Church, and 
Holy Religion, to the Diſappointment of our 
Enemies Deſigns, and to the Confuſion of their 
Faces. However, if the Church of England 
muſt always wear the proper Badge of Her 
Bleſſed Saviour ; be always ſuffering, always 
conflicting with Her Enemies; Let Her ſtill 
be for ever Untainted in Her Loyalty; Let 
us cut off this Occaſion of Boaſting from our 
Enemies, who ait for our Haltiug, and 
would be glad to ſpread ſome of their n 
Shame upon 4s ; Let us not be remoy d from 
our Principles, by any Changes in our 
189 Con- 
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We know then of no Reflection made 
upon Her Majeſty's Government by . if 
there be any, tis what heſe Men themſelves 
have made, who can have the Impudence'to 
give out, or even ſuppoſe, ſo very bad a 
Cauſe, as their own, to be countenanc'd by 
HER Favour and Authority. 

When tis once come to this, Is it not Time 
for us to awake, and begin to beſtir our ſelves? 
Can we think our ſelves ſecure, whilſt theſe 
Men are ſo active? Tis a Sign they draw 
pretty near their Point, when their Motion 
grows ſo violent. And if upon the late 22. 
ſoleut Demeanour of theſe Men, our Fears 
begin to riſe a little, can they blame us? 
when both they, and we know, Nothing but 
our very Rune will give them an entire Sa- 
tisfaction. ä 

If Kzndneſs would do them any Good, If 
'twould make them the better Men, or the 
better Subjects, we ſhould not be ſo much 
concern d about it? But when the Sate, from 
being cheriſh'd, only gathers Life, and Strength 
to hiſs, and ſting the more; when they ye 

only 
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only the more Errag'd, and Extravagant, 
and Mad, under the Senſe of a preſent? Ad- 
vantage, or within the Proſpect of a Fulure, 
Are theſe Men fit to be encourag d? They 
may Complement and Addreſs the Govern- 
ment, under which they live, 'tis true, for 
any Favours, which they either haye, or 
falſely preſume themſelves to have, from it: 
But let not the Government ever think it ſelf 
the more ſecure for this, any longer, than 
tis not in theſe Men's Power to overturn it; 
nor, when it is, muſt any Prince upon the 
Throne of England expect a kinder Treat- 
ment from them, than the Best of Rings has 3 
met with. | 1 | TAE 
This they perhaps may ſay is Railing, tage 

Over-flowtimngs of our Gall, and Bztterneſs of 

Spirit, no more than what they might ex- 

pect to hear from Men of our Character, and 
eſpecially in this Place It may be ſo, But 

is it not true? Do we charge them falſly 

in this point? Have we not ſeen all this ex- 
emplified in former Experience? And do we 

not find things tend to the very ſame at pre- 

ſent? How did they deal with that merciſul 


* See this ſufficiently made out, once for all, from their Proceedings with the 1 2 
King in the Treaty in the Iſle of Wight. LA. Clarendon, 3d Part, Book XI. r 
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Prince, King CHARLES xlie Firſt! Hun did 
they multiply their inſolent Demands upon 
him, one after another, till they had ex- 
torted from him, and driven him out of all, 
that he could poſſibly grant; - even all, that 
he had, but his G0 D and his Conſcience 
And theſe he muſt have parted with too, if 
he would have gone any farther with them : 
And were they ever the more pleas d with 
him, ever the more obedient to him for all 
this? Were they ever ſatisfied till they had 
his very Liße and Blood? May that Day's 
Action never be forgotten! Never be blotted 
out of the Records of Time, what ever ſome 
Men may defire! May it always be re- 
member'd, to the Shame, and everlaſting Re- 
proach of theſe Men! And to teach us and 
our ' PoFerity, the Children of the Genera- 
tions to come, what we mult expect herea/zer, 
if ever the Juſtice of GO p, for the Sins of 
this Nation, ſhould ſuffer the Hand of theſe 
Men to prevail again. 

How much we owe for our preſent Security, 
from the Deſigns of theſe ill Men, to the Cou- 
rage and Reſolution of oux brave Engliſh Gen- 
Zlemen, we can only think in Silence. Tis not 


in our 95 wer, by all the Eloquence, this ancient 
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Seat of Lemming abounds with, to make You 
an Acknowledgment equal to the Zeal and 
Induſtry Lou have ore eſpecially ſhewn of 
late, towards the Defence and Preſervation 
of this excellent Church, and Conſtitution , 
againſt LouR Enemies, and QuRs. May 
GOD and Your own Honour and Conſcience 
be Your'Reward! May You live to ſee the 
Fruits of Your own —_— Actions, and gene. 
rous Endeavours! May the Church and 
State always —— as Youdefite!, May the 
2e if peace. and proſperity reſt upon your 
heads! while Your enemies dre cloth d with cg 
ſhame and conſuſion, and while all thoſe that 
have evil will at Zion, become as graſb wither d 
afore it be gromum ub, all th Deſigns 
blaſted, and fruitleſs; and uHemdelyes: the 
Scorn and Cuntempt of ' the: preſent, and the 
Abhorrence of future Generations! 

I hall nõν go on to confider ts df a 
very different Character from theſe noble Pa- 
ermars ; and ſhall endeavour, _. 

7 Þirdly, To examine, and anſwer, tha Ex- 
cull Men may poſſibly make, and have 
uſually done ſo, for deſerting, or not defend. 
ing a good Cauſt, when twas certainly their 
Daty, and within their [Power to encourage 
it. F 2 And 
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And here, Fir, ſome Men perhaps may 
think it enough to ſay for themſelves, after 
all their ſhifting, and changing fides, and 
leaving a good Cauſe, and their old Friends, 
that they do it upon good Reaſon, and better 
Informations? That they were once indeed 
* miſtaken, as many an Bone Man may be, 
ce and acted then in Purſuance of that Miſtake: 
ec but /mmce, they have with more Care ex- 
e mind the Matter, and are now come to 
«be of a. different Opinion, and have ac- 
ce cordingly taken up other Reſolutions; 
ce and hope all the World will excuſe them 
« for it, ſince, they aſſure us, they have 
* done nothing in this Caſe, but upon very 
_ < weighty and ſufficient Arguments. 
What kind of Arguments theſe Gentlemen 
may poſſibly have met with, we cannot ſo 
well tell, but, we know, ſome are very en- 
lightening. And perhaps it may not be ſo 
very difficult to trace the Steps, and Me- 
thods of their Conver ſion, if we look a little 
nearer into the Change of their Condition. 
However, do they think their own Bare 
Word enough for us to depend upon in this 
Caſe, that they haye good Reaſon for their 
Change? when all the 2v:/e and bones? Men 
| in 
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in the World are ſure themſelves Have, and 
are every Day able to give, ſuch innu— 
merable Reaſons to the contrary! Tis true, 
a Man may be allow'd to change his Opinion 
at any time, upon good Reaſon ; and no 
length of Days, no Multitudes, nor Autho- 
rity of Men ought to preſcribe againſt the 
Truth. But, furely, when a Man goes off 
from the general and concurrent Opinion of 
Men as 22:/e, or, as he may modeſtly. pre- 
ſume, ſomething wiſer than himſelf, there 
is ſo much Reſpect and Reverence due to the 
common Senſe of Men, as that he ſhould 
endeavour to give the World ſome reaſonable 
Satisfaction for it. Yet we can inſtance in ſome 
Men, and thoſe no very inconſiderable ones, 
that, weare ſure by comparing their former 
Writings, and their preſent Practice, have, 
within the compaſs of a few Years, very 
much alter d their Opinions. But they have 
never done us the Favour and Civi/ity all 
this while, to let us know, upon what 
Grounds; and, if we ask it of them at any 
time, we receive indeed Paſſion enough, but 
no Reaſon, for our Anſwer. They are diſ- 
pleas d, and angry with us, that we will not 
believe, and act as they do, when they . t 

et 
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let us know how they could ever come to do 
lo themſelves, and we can't imagine how any 
Wiſe or good Men ever ſhould. 

If a Man then will be changing at any 
time /rom a Cauſe that has, at leaſt, the high- 
eſt Preſumption of Truth on its fide, and 
that, for a long courſe of Time; has carry'd 
off the Approbation, and Judgment of the 
greater Part, and thoſe the wiſeſt Men, 75 
another, That, for the main, 1s only cried 
up in the Aſembly of Fools, applauded by 
the Suffrages of vain and idle, weak and 
vicious Men; If, he deſigns to eſcape the 
Shame and Cenſure of the World in this Cale, 
let him be able, and ready, to ſhew his Rea- 
ſons for his Change, and we will hear them. 
But merely for him to ſay, that he has ſuch 
Reaſons to himſelf, is not ſufficient; epeci- 
ally at a lime, when he cannot but know, his 
Veracity lies juſtly under a ſtrong Suſpicion, 
upon the account of his very Change. We 
would fain then know, what theſe Men have 
to ſay for themſelues, and againſt our Cauſe 
at preſent; If they have any Arguments, 
let them produce them; Let them bring out 
their /rong Reaſons, that we may kxow them; 
And if we cannot chuſe out a Man amongſt 

us 
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us that ſhall be able to anſwer and overcome 
them, we will promiſe to go over, and ſerve 
their Cauſe; but if we can, and we don't 
queſtion it, we expect, and that yutiy, they 
ſhould return to us: Otherwiſe, let them be 
contented to take the Conſequence, as to 
what the World will be apt to ſay, or think 
of them upon this Account; and that, upon 
very good Reaſon, much better, we may ſup- 
poſe, than any they have to plead for them- 
ſelves. | 

This then 1s our Reply to thoſe Men that 
have quite deſerted us; gone off totally from 
us; upon Principles, as they pretend, but 
really becauſe Zhey were never of us: for if 
they had been truly of us, they ould, no : Job + 19, 
Sod. have continued with us. 

But there are others, Secondly, That, 
though they do not quite Vall of, and utterly 
renounce a good Cauſe, yet think it leſs ne- 
ceſſary to ir much in it, becauſe they are 
not aware, hey ſay, the Truth is in {0 much 
Danger, as we would ſeem to make 1t. 

How long will it be ere theſe Men come 
to awake, and apprehend how near they are 
undone\ If we are /afe, as theſe Men would 
tain perſwade us, and our worſt Enemies 

would 
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would have us believe af any Purchaſe ; 
What means then all this Noiſe and Stir 
of late to inſult us? All thoſe indirect, 
and 1llegal Methods to oppoſe, and un- 
dermine us? Thoſe many villanous Practi— 
ces to ſerve a Cauſe, which no Pretence 
can ever juſtify, nor any Law of GOD or 
Man excuſe? He that does not ſee all 
this, and plainly perceive to what it tends, 
is willingly [enorant, and may juſtly be ſuſ- 
pected of a Party with our Enemies, whoſe 
Deſigns he would endeavour thus to ſereen 
from our Suſpicion : Or a fatal Slumber has 
ſeiz d his Spirits, and he ſleeps upon the 
Beach, till a Wave roll in upon him, and 
take him away for ever. 

I ſhall not enter any farther into Particu- 
lars, nor will your Patience bear it; But, 
ſurely our Caſe at preſent is ſuch, that if 
there was ever a Time, that call d for our 
Zeal and Activity, 'tis wow; and we are 
falſe to our God, to our own Conſcience, and 
to our excellent Con/#tution, if we don't 
employ our atmoſi; if we don't think our 
ſelves concern'd to avoid a Rune that 
threatens us at our very Doors, and is ready 
to come in at our Windows. Let us make 

our 
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our enemies themſelves our. gudges in this 
Caſe: Would they, think we, appear ſo very 
much exalted? Would they rejoyce, and 
triumph at this rate; if they did not take 
themſelves to have a great Advantage over 
us? And did not het expect a greater? And 
can they have any long, withbut our Rurme? 
If '2ve dont know when tis time for us to 

ariſe, and take care of our falxes, they know 

how to make uſe of our Supineneſs,.and will 

ſhake the. Nod of Slumber Over our Heads, nuro, Eu. 5, 

till the Ship, in which all our Hopes; and 

Happinefs are embarqu d, crack under us; 

till the Frame of our Conſtitutign. diſſol ue, 

and we are plung d in irrecovęrable Ruine. 

„ But we have Men af tender, and: chari- 

* Zable Spirits amongſt us, (as they would be 

thought) Men of ſweet, gentle, and pa- 

* cific Natures! That can't bear ſo much as 

*« a fußt, and ſevere Reflection, though it "0 
© be upon a generation of wipers, a Race: of 1 34. 

e Yillains\ And though it be never ſo ne- Hu; 

« ceflary to make us aware of them, and 
** take care, they dont //ab us to the Heart. 

In God's Nesse does not Charity. begin af 
3 ? Are we bound to be charitable to our 
Destruction ? Muſt we never 7hink Men can 
2 G have 


Virgil. de Pali. 


Jude 16. them, and to haue their perſons in admiration 
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have ill Defigns upon us, till we are ruin d 
by them? Is there any ſuch Charity due to 
a vicious, lewd, profligate, factious Combina- 
tion of Men? That appear to have no other 
Concern, what becomes of our Government, 
than to make their own baſe Ends by it: 
nor about Religion, any farther, than as 
"twill ſerve, as an Engine of their own De- 
ſigns; and, in the mean time, by the Ma- 
lignity of their own vile Example, endea- 
vour to break the very Heart and Power 
of it, and, as much as they can, to era/e the 
very Notions of it out of the Minds of Men, 
by their 400% practiſing, or countenancing 
Hypocriſy ? What Charity can be due to ſuch 
Men as theſe, unleſs it be to oppoſe them as 
much as pogibly we are able, and to hinder 
em from doing all the Miſchie they zniend? 
This indeed is properly our Charity towards 
them; and to Pray to God, for heir Sake, 
and ours, that he would confound their De- 
figns, and convert their Hearts: But to ſooth, 
and encourage them in their ill Practices by our 
Silence; and not to proteſt againſt them, in 
the Name of Cod and Religion but to gloge 
em with Lies, and to ſpeak /nooth things to 


mn... 
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becauſe of our own advantage ; is this our 
Charity? Tis our Sn and Folly, indeed, and 
we ſhall find it ſo hereafter, when God ſhall 
call us to a ſevere Account, for contributing 
ſo much to the Corruption of the Age we 
live in. 

Again, Thirdly, Men will urge, as a Cloak 
for their own Fears, and want of Courage, 
that they like the Cauſe well enough, in which 
we are engagd, but don't altogether ſo well 
approve our Methods of purſuing it. 

Tis really Matter of our great Concern, 
that 2v:/e and good Men, who have ſhewn 
their Zeal for Truth ſo Mien, and are ready, 
we don't doubt, to do ſo always, ſhould ever 
fall under a Suſpicion that does not belong to 
them, by diſſenting from their reti 
upon &ruples of this Nature. If the Cauſe 
be neceſſary, and the Means be lawful, and, 
more than that, eſteem d probable likewiſe, 
in the Opinions of iſe and good Men, upon 
whom we may depend at any time; Why 
ſhould we endanger the End it ſelf, when tis 
of ſuch mighty Conſequence to our Hap- 
pineſs, by our little Differences about tlie 
Means, which are of no Value, but what they 
_ from their Fitneſs to ſerye the End ? 


G 2 FHlow- 
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However, we mult not. condemncevery; Man 
for a Deſerrer, that daes not always fall in 
exactly with our own Opinion; len he has 
ever given before, and is prepar d to give 
again, the higheſt Evidence of his Truth and 
Honey. Tis the unhappineſs ſometimes, and 
not always the fault, of good Men, that they 
cannot come up to a perfect Harmony in Judg- 
ment: And we muſt in Chriſtian Candour and 
Charity ſpare thoſe Men, whom we know 
to be our Friends by other Arguments , 
though they may not always entirely conſent 
to our Opinions, how good ſoever. Time 
and Reflection may rectify thoſe miſtakes; 
which were iunocent at firſt; and unite us all 
in the ſame purſuit, by the ſame means to 
the ſame bleſſed end and conſequence, the 
firm ſecuriiy of our Holy Church, and the 
perp petual EHabliſiment of our Peace. 

But Fools and Fnaves,make: uſe of this 


Pretence upon quite other Grounds ; to con- 


ceal their own baſe Fears, and Nakedneſs, or 
to diſappoint the End it ſelf, by a counterfeit 
Rejeftion of the Means. Thus, for Inſtance, 
Theſe good Men tell us, That we are quite 
« 1 4 in the preſent Controverſy be- 


<« tween them and us about our Church: 


*© They 
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6e They love the Church, they ſay, as well 
e ag we, and are as much concern d for 
ce its Eſtabliſhment; but they dont think, 
© we take the readieſt way to preſerve it; 
ce and therefore they propoſe and follow a 
ee much better, if we will believe them: 
« which is not by Heats: and perverſe Di 
« outings, by zealous Contentions and fierce 
« Struglings, againſt the Enemies of Truth: 
« but by the milder Methods of Kindneſs 
cc and Moderation; by the gentle Influences 
ce of à healing Spirit, to ſoften the perverſe, 
« and Harſb Tempers of Men; to ſmooth the 
ce rugged Humours, and to a//ay thole zntem- 
e gerate Heats, and Heart-burnings amongſt 
« Brethren and ſo to make up the Breaches 
ce of our Peace, by the Cement of a Chriſtian 
© Compliance and Charity. But do they think 
to impoſe upon us ſtill, by all this Cant, this 
idle Harangue of Words, which we have 
anſwer' d over and over? Chriſtian Charity 
and Moderation are eæcellent Things in 
their true Name, and Notion, WC grant it 5 
and God forbid we ſhould deny it: But, 
ſurely, they are ſuch Qualities, that, if we 
may gueſs any Thing by theſe Men's Behavi- 

our, they have not the leaſt Part nor Share 

* | in 
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in hemſelves; nor would be concern d that 
others ſhould, unleſs twere to ſerve their 
own bad Ends the better by it. The Truth 
is, they are afraid of appearing againſt a 
Party, which they have ſuch a Liking for, 
and which they find ſo very Powerful, and 
ſo many Ways able to do them 'Good or 
Hurt, to raiſe or fink, to prefer or keep 'em 
under; and this 1s the irue Reaſon, that 
they will not venture to diſoblige them, even 
becauſe of their own baſe Hopes and Fears. 
And fince they can't for Shame of the World, 
openly renounce their Church, they are for 
rendring all Means and Methods to main- 
tain and preſerve it, as 2neffeftual as poſſi- 
ble; So to gratify their own good Friends, 
and our wor/? Enemies, the more. And, 
tis certain, they are the better able to ſerve 
theſe Men' s Deſigns upon us, whilſt they 
continue in the Boſom of our Church, than 
out of it; becauſe they can by this Means 
find a Place, wherein to//ab it more ectu- 
ally, and ſo carry off the greater Renown, 
and richer Spoils by doing ſo. _ 
But what Methods are they after all 


by which we endeayour to ſupport our 
Church, which theſe Men can't find in their 


Hearts 
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Hearts to approve of, and comply with? 1 
have not time to reckon up Particulars; but 
J appeal to the Senſe of every Man, whether 
they are not ſuch, as, if we could ſucceed 
in them, would only put it beyond theſe 
Men's Power to do us any further Miſchicf. 
and that is the true Reaſon, indeed, they are 
offended with us, and there lies the real 
Ground of their Complaint. 

I ſhall mention but one Refuge more, be- 
hind which Men ſeek to hide their Want of 
Courage, and Reſolution in a good Cauſe; and 
that is, 

Fourthly, That tis to no Purpoſe for them 
to appear in it; they can do but little Good, 
for their own Part, they ſay, towards the 
Promoting it; and therefore they think it 
enough for them to Miſb it well, and fo 
throw up all further Concern about it, by 
an idle Reliance upon other Men, that are 
better able to provide for its Succeſs. 

And if it does happen to ſucceed, through 
the Bleſſing of God, and other Men faith- 
ful Care and Pains, no Thanks however to 
theſe good Men for it: They may ſhare in- 
deed in the preſent Benefits, and enjoy them- 
ſelves at the Expence of other as 
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and Blood; Men much better than them- 
ſelves; but let them not expect any Share 
of the Reward Hereafter for Well-doing, 
which ſhall be given only to the good and 
faithful Servant. .:. 
But if the ſlender Hopes of Succeſs, which 
theſe Men offer as a Pretence for themſelves, 
were never ſo True; Is it any Reaſon for us 
to negle& the leaſt part, or inſtance of our 
Duty? Why do we not then. renounce our 
Orders? Why do we not throw up our Mi- 
niſtry? Why do we take this Pains to preach 
to Men, and to preſs upon them their Duty 
at all times, in Seaſon, and ou? of Seaſon? 
When we find we can do: ſo little Good by 
it after all; and have no more Thanks at 
laſt for all our Pains; but, 1t may be, are per- 
ſecuted and hated for it; or at leaſt d:/coun- 
tenanc'd; and that by thoſe een too, from 
whom, conſidering the Character they bear 
amongſt us, and their near Relation to our 
Order, we might N another kind of 
Treatment. 

But howſoever Men may deal dls us, let 
us not be weary nor faint in our minds Our 
Reward is ſure to us, though it be not pre- 


A In the mean time, Are the Satisfacti- 
ons 


— 
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ons of a good Conſcience Nothing with us ? 
The bright and chearful Reflections that we 
have done-our Duty, and anſwer d the Truſt 
repos d in us by Gop, and our Superiore, 
according to the Rank and Order in which the 
Providence of Gop has placd us? Every 
Man is able to contribute ſomething towards 
the common Good of his Counzry, and the 
Support of his Religion, either by his own 
faithful Endeavours, or by his Advice and 
Encouragement, or at leaſt by his Prayers; 
which, if he can do no more, Gobp will ac- 
cept of, and reward as much as all the reſt: 
but if he can, and will not, his Prayers are 
Hypocriſy, his Dependence is Vain, and his 
End will be Diſappointment.” Let every Man 
then do the beſt he can, and leave the Succeſs 
= all to Gop; And then whatſoever may 
be the ///ue,. 'twill not be ſo much his Trou- 
ble, becauſe twas not his aulit. A t 
How great Evils are coming upon us, 
what times of Suffering the Providence of 
GoD may have reſerv d us for, He knows beſt 
in his own infinite Wiſdom. But, ſurely; 
we ought in Prudence to lay in tlie beſt Sp- 
ports we are able, the beſt Stock of Comforts 
we can get together, againſt a ume, _— 
_ H 1 
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all will be /:17/e enough to ſuſtain, and bear 
up our Spirits, But, ow, if it be through 
our own Negligence and Inadvertence, that 
we come to ſuffer, we, by this means, deprive 
our ſelves of one of the main Pillars of our 
ſupport in Trouble, and ſhall be ready to bite 
our Tongues, with anguiſh, and veration of 
ſpirit, in the Day we come to 7ee/ the Evils, 
which, but for our own ſtupid folly, might 
have been once prevented. If Gor ſinite 
Jonah 4. Zh, gourd, that he has brought over us for our 
comfort, becauſe we would not Jabour for it, 
nor be at the pains to make it grow; how 
ſhall we be . to anſwer him, unleſs it be in 
ſuch peeviſh language, as hat of his angry 
Prophet; which will be a freſh Aggravation 
of our Miſery, and a new Enhancement of 
our Guilt. 

And 7Zhus I have endeayour'd to conſider 
the Excuſes, that are moſt uſual with Men in 
this caſe, and to anſwer them by Arguments 
proper, and peculiar to every one. 

But, there is one, beſides all theſe, more 
general yet, and which reaches 'em all to- 
gether, and which the Viſdom of Gop, in 


Solomon, makes uſe of in the Text, drawn 
from the Confideration „ How little theſe 
{ | in 
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vain Excuſes will ayail us in the Preſence of 
Almighty God, when he comes to take Account 
of all our Actions: thou ſaye/?, Behold, we 
knew it not. Doth not he that pondereth the 
heart conſider it? and he that keepeth thy 
ſoul, doth not he know it? and ſball not he 
render to every man according to his works? 

Does not he count all the /andrings of 
our Steps, be they never ſo ſecret? Obſerve 
and weigh every Prevarication of our Spi- 
rits? Sund our Corruptions to the very Root 
of them? See through the Frame and Tem- 
per of every one of our Souls? Take ſpecial 
Notice upon what Principles we begin to 
move at any time, how we go on, and what 
Ends we drive at? And will not he deal with 
us according to his own znfallible Knowlede, 
and not our vain and hypocritical Pretences ? 
To what Purpoſe is it then for us to-2walk in 
the Dark for a little while, and to impoſe 
upon our ſelves, and the reſt of the World, 
for a few Days, and by ſhuffling, and trick- 
ing with God, and our own Conſciences, in 
the mean time, to betray our Cauſe, and our 
ſelves, to utter Ruine? When the Time is 
haſtening upon us all, and not far off from 
any one of us; when all theſe falſe Colours 

l H 1 ſhall 
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mall ſurely fade, all theſe formal Diſguiſes 
be taken off, and both our Actions and Prin- 
ciples paſs under a ſevere Trial, and our 
whole Behaviour be ſcannd, and fifted to 
the Bottom! How loathſomèe ſhall we then ap- 


pear, in that day, when the Hand of Juſtice 


ſhall dragg us out of all our holes and Zurk- 


II. 28. 15. 


ing places, into the Preſence of the Great 
God and his Holy Angels, with all our Baſe- 


neſs, and. Cyrruptious about us! Ye, that 


cannot no bear alittle Shame of the World, 

and of Men our Fellow-Servants, and there- 
fore ſeek thus to make Hypocriſy our Cover- 
ing, and Lies our Refuge How ſhall we be 
Blank d and Confounded, in that Day, to ſee all 


our cloſe and wicked Intrigues, all our/Deeds 


of Darkneſs, brought out into the full Splen- 
dour of heavenly Light, and before the whole 
Univerſe of Creatures! Hou much therefore 
does it concern us all, and of what infinite 
Conſequence is it to every one of us, that 
we take care to behave our ſelves uprightly 
in all our Ways; without Guilt and Hypo- 
criſy; with all Openneſs, Sincerity and Truth; 
as in the Preſence of our Great Fudge, and 
Searcher of all our. Hearts | That, when He 
mall n and acquit us in the La/? ck 

what- 


Fu 
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whatever we may have ſuffer d, in the mean 
time, from the Hands of Men, for a good 
Cauſe, either in our Name, or Intereſt, or 
otherwiſe; we may then have the everlaſting 
Praiſe, and Approbation of the whole World. 
But if He ſhall finally . condemn us, what- 
ever vain Applauſes we may zou, give our 
| ſelves, for our indirect Dealings, or receive 
from the vain World about us; we ſhall 
then, to our eternal Shame, be exploded and 
hi/s'd off the Stage for ever. | 
Will it be Zhen any Satisfaction to the Wil- 
dom and Juſtice of our Judge, or any Com- 
fort to our ſelves, when we have betray'd 
our Duty, and ſuffer d Innocence, or a juſt 
and upright Cauſe, to ſink under Injury 
and Oppreſſion, for want of putting to our 
Hand, for its Deliverance and Reſcue, for 
us to ſay gh and vaiuly, before Go p and 
the Holy Angels, ?Hat it was an error, Behold, 
we knew it not, non putiram, the Refuge of rec. ;.c. 
Fools, in whom he has no pleaſure? When 
Men have deſtroy'd / Themſelves , their 
Church, and Country, by their zreacherous 
Dealing; and have ruin'd/.one- of the: belt 
Conſtitutions in the World, by their Coldneſs, 
and want of Zeal, not to ſay by worſe Me- 
8 thods; 
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thods; What will they be able to anſwer for 
themſelves! How will they Hold up their 
Faces to God and us, in the Day of their 
own, and our Calamity! Will they plead 
fenorance as their Excuſe? Will they ſay, 
Behold, we knew it not; that they were 
not aware of it; that they could never 
have 2magznd once, Things would have 
come to this; and that they are now /orry 
for it? But have we not often forewarn'd 
them of the Danger of theſe Things! Have 
we not plainly fore/bexn them, what would 
be the Conſequence; fold em, over and over, 
what would come of it, and they would not 
hear us! 

I ſhall make no Reflections upon any body, 
but I pray Go all thoſe, that have the Rule 


over us, and by GoDs Providence are ap- 


Pſ. 48. 12, 


PI. 87. 2. 


pointed the Watch- men over our Holy Church, 
and ſhould always ſtand upon her 7owers of 
Defence, would in due time lay this to heart; 
Leſt by too forward and eaſy Compliances, 
by vain Propoſals and Overtures of Recon- 
ciliation, they admit an Enemy within the 
Gates of Aion, which afterwards twill be be- 
yond their power to dive out, or to con- 
Zroul; An Enemy, that ſhall enter into ber 

| ſanctu- 


P ˙ ee. ee. ta. 1 tes. At. LM wa 


Before the Univer/+ 2 F OxFOR 5. 63 


ſanfuaries, break down all the eren Work 
thereof” with axes and hammers, and dejile tg en. 
her. holy places to the ground with rude and 
undi d Hands, utterly deſpoil our Church 

of all its excellent Ornaments, and beau! 

of Holineſs; and thoſe, that preſide over zz, . 
themſelves, of all their Power, Honour, and | 
Authority, which Chriſt has given them, for 
edification, but not for our destruction. . 

I ſhall now crave your Patience a moment 
longer, only juſt to mention the Neceſlity 
there is of a. firm Courage and Reſolution 2 
Mind, in thoſe, that are intruſted, more eſpe- 
cially, with the Aaminiſtration of Judgment, 
and Juice: I ſhall do it in as few words as 
poſſible, that I may not ſeem to give Advice 
to my Superior. 

For, My Lords, I would not preſume to 
queſtion the publick Miſdom, by whichYou are 
appointed to this High and 3 ale Office. 
And when we take upon us, at any time, to 


ſpeak theſe things before You, tis not to tell 

Tou, and the World, what You ought to be, 

but what You are,; Inveſted with an Au- 

thority of infinite Conſequence to the Peace, 

and Happineſs of our Church and State, and 

. with qualities equal to the — 
5 0 
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of it. Tis hardly poflible for uc, who live 
and act fo far beneath You, to conceive, or 
apprehend the numerous Temptations and 
Difficulties You are ſure to meet with in Your 
High Stations, and which indeed require the 
moſt znv:zncible Courage, and j/irm [meerity 
of Mind. The Frowns, and ſecret Menaces 
of Men in Power; the Malice of the Crafty ; 
the Pride, and Inſolence of the Haughty ; 
the Factions of the Turbulent ; the reſtleſs 
Cries, and Importunities of the Miſerable 
and Afflicted, (with many more ſuch things, 
which we cannot think of) mult all be pre- 
vented, or ſuſtaind by You, in the ſteddy 
Proſecution qf your Office. When cunning, 
and z// Men ſhall ſeek to pervert the Law, 
and to turn a/ide the Courſe of Tudement, 
they receive their Check from V When 
a great, and powerful Sinner ſhall preſume 
upon Impunity ; when an Honourable Thief, 
or a Right Worſhipful Murderer, ſhall ex- 
pect the Law mould condeſcend to his Qua- 
lity, and that Gop, and his Vice gerents 
muſt deal with him as a Gentleman, tis Tou 
that ſet him free from his Miſtake, and let 
him yeel by his preſeut Sentence, what he 
muſt expett hereafter. And all this TY | 
ure 
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ſure to be aſſaulted with from vont, be- 
ſides what Vou are liable to feel from avithin, 
from your own Boels, in the ſeverer Part 
of Juſtice ; from your own good, tender, and 
merciful Nature : Which may ſometimes 
betray a Man, if he does not take heed, to 
Wave his Duty, when no Terrors could 
affright him, or Violence over - power him 
to deſert it. And therefore Go Almighty, 
by an expreſs Precept, thought it neceſſary 
to ſet a Guard upon this weak and ſofter ſide 
of our Temper, to prevent the Evils it might 
otherwiſe expoſe us to, and to cut off all 
Excuſes for Commiſſion of them. Neither 

ſhalt thou countenance a poor man in his cauſe, prod.. 
was the direct Command of that merciful God, 
who profeſſes himſelf, all along, in his Holy 
Word, to have 20 more near and tender Re- 
ſpect for any, than for the poor and needy. But 
ſo very much, we find, is he concern'd for the 
right Execution of Juice in the World, that 
no Pretence of Mercy in Men muſt preſume 
to triumph over iti Though his own infinite 
Mercy does always ſo, (and 'tis well for us 
that it does ſo,) being founded at once upon 
infinite Goodneſs, and conducted by in- 


fallible Wiſdom, which ours, we are ſure, 
cannot be. 
I Theſe 
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Theſe, My Lords, and many more ſach 
Objections, incident to the Rxecution of your 
Office, render ir a Mattèr of © your! Nor, 
rather than your Ambion And all the 
Honours, that you receive from it, are too 
little to compenſate the great Change, and 
Buren you ſuſtain under it: Huough to make 
a Man almoſt fremble to ihinł of thierh and 

to f, the Counſel of the wife Man in the 
higheſt Import, and to the utmoſt Conſequence 
of it, Se not to be Fudge, being wot able to 
tale away iniquity, leſt at 2 iimè thou fear 
becl y. 6. Ihe per ſon of the mighty, and lay a 2 
block mm the way of thy uprightne/. R 
What remains then, as the Concluſion of 
thi Jong Difcourſe ; But, that Pu, and we, 
and all, by a faithful Diſcharge of our Duty 
in our ſeveral Degrees and Places, endeavour 
to engage the Protection of Heaven on our 
fidey and to draw down a Bleſſing upon our 
Da Church and Nation, / it may be atengthen- 
| ing of our tranquillity! To that End, that 
| we be never courted from our Duty by any 
| Favours, nor frighzted by any Terrors, of the 
| > Sam. World. Let us ariſe therefore, and he of good 

* Conrage, at ſuch a time as this is more eſpeci- 
Efth.4.14 ally, and let us play the men for our people, and 
| PP. Gas Cities of our God. Let us do our own 
Duty 
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Duty for the Defence of our Religion and 
Country, and leave the Succeſs of all to Gop 
Almighty: Who can tell, but He will yet 
Bleſs us, and the Work ſhall yet proſper in 
our Hands? F we find favour in his eyes He 
will either prevent our Sufferings, or, in his 
own good Time; remove them. And though 
He ſhould ſuffer evil Men for a while ro ride 
over our heads, and even to caſt us out from : 
God's inheritance yet, we have found, He . 
can by his Almighty Power bring us again, 
and /hew us both it, and his holy habitation. » Sm.1; 
But, / He now ſay thus unto us, I have no © © 
delight in you, behold here we are, let him do 
to us as ſeemeth good unio him. What can we 
do, but hide our faces in the dug, and confeſs 
with the deepeſt Humility, and Dejection of 
Spirit before him; Righteous art thou, O Lord, peu, 
and jus are thy judgments! Tis ſure our Sins . 
are great and numerous, and have deſerv'd it 
from him: Our Profaneneſs, and Hypocriſy, 
our Non-proficiency under the beſt Means of 
Grace, in one of the beſt Churches, and under 
the pureſt Worſhip in the World ; Our going 
off from our old Principles, and ſhuffling 
with our Conſciences ; Our trifling with 
Oaths, and bringing down the High and holy 
name of God to our own Vanity, to ſecure 

our 
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our preſent, little, incoilfiderable Intereſts ; | 
Theſe things may have made Him ſee it Ne- 
ceſſary, to let us paſs through the Furnace of 
Afiiftion to reſinè us from*our.Droſs.. But 
let us return, and amend our Ways, and ſtill 
hope fer Mercy. Or if He has otherwiſe 
determined concerning us, and the Hand of 
Juſtice mult take hold of us, Jef, O merciful 
God, chaſtiſe us in meaſure, we beſeech thee, 
correft us with Judgment, .not in thine anger, 
leſt thou bring us to nothing Take the matter 
into thine own hand; we commit our ſelves unto 
bee, for very grea! are thy mercies; but ſuffer 
us not any more tofall into the hands of men. 


From whoſe. De/igns and Practices again} 
us, now and always, God of his infinite Mercies 
deliver us all, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake: To 
Whom with thee, O Father, and the Bleſſed 
Spirit, be a/crib'd all Praiſe, Honour, Power, 
Might, Maje/ty, and Dominion, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 


